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The Universel tempel design  

for The Sufi Order International Community

The design of the tempel should recall the form of a 'mandala'  , thus integrating the four elements (earth , water , fire and air).
It is at the same time based on the archetypal dome-form symbolising the communion between earth and sky. In its transparency 
and shape the dome could also remind of Budha's lotus flower .

The new tempel uses the already existing foundations in an attempt to integrate new and old. Around it grows a 'grass island' as a 
symbol of perpetual life and a colourful contrast to the carpet of leaves around. The landscaping input is thus minimalistic in its form 
 (nothing more than grass) but strong in its impact on the overall atmosphere.

The design should suggest the visitor a journey into the light . Conceptually it consists of two space-sequences : the lower level 
(between the existing stone walls) and the upper level. This dichotomy stands for a journey from the darkness (the inner Sanctum)
into the light (the dome-level , flooded by light). In the dark inner chamber light comes through the circular opening of the ceiling ,
allowing at the same time the contemplation of the sky. This introspective space contrasts with the openness of the deck level ,
which celebrates the communion with nature. Its transparency should be understood as an homage to the beauty of the surroundings.

The building materials used in the lower level are local sandstone and concrete. The dome could be either completely transparent
(made of structural glass) or translucent  (the use of a tensile structure is also thinkable). Another option would be a more sculptural
dome made of wood elements. In this case the transparency would be spacial and would cause a permanent light - shadow
alternation. In any of the cases mentioned the construction would be rather simple and the costs would probably not exceed the budget.

In essence the conceptual ideas on which the present design proposal is based are openness  and contemplation . Openness to the 
sky , nature and the beyond. Contemplation in quietness and seclusion.
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